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that secured to the city its trade and its independence. In
later times it was customary that no one could become a burgess
except by way of apprenticeship and membership of a craft gild.
(b) SUPERVISION. The second plan for securing good quality
work was that of a strict supervision. Each craft gild had its
appointed overseers, whose business it was to examine carefully
all goods made, to denounce clumsy or fraudulent work and
bring offenders before the court of the gild. Mediaeval morality
disapproved of sharp practices in trading; as we have seen, it
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did not expect the buyer to look out for himself, or consider
that one code of morals did for ordinary life and another for
trading. ' Business is business' would seem to it a cynical and
unchristian maxim. Still men's practices often fall below their
code and the craftsman of the thirteenth century was too often
veritably a man of craft. We find penalties inflicted for such
tricks as' putting better wares at the top than below, moistening
groceries to make them heavier, selling second-hand furs for new,
soldering together broken swords, selling sheep leather for doe
leather'.1 The ale-wife, who thickened the bottom of her
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